THE  SUN AND  THE   SERPENT

As we have already seen, the Madras were
Bahlikas, or Takhas. Sakala, therefore, the
capital of Salya the Bahlika raja, was a Takha
city. Sakala was on the Apaga, or Aik river,1
and was the Sangala of the Greeks. This city
was, at the time of Alexander's invasion in the
fourth century B.C., a fortress of the Kathias,2
who, as already noted, were included amongst
the Takhas. When visited by the Chinese
pilgrim, Hiouen Tsiang, in the seventh century
A.D., Sakala was in ruins, but the surrounding
country still formed part of the kingdom of
Takha, or Takhia.3 And it did so, at the time
of the Arab invasion of Sind, in the eighth cen-
tury.4 Moreover, the Kathia tribe to this day
hold lands round their ancient stronghold.

The descendants of the Bahikas, or Bahlikas,
who still live amongst ff the forests of Pilu and
Karira," on the banks of the " Five Rivers/' as
their forefathers did in the time of Salya/ are
-now Mohammedans ; but they retain many of the
customs ascribed to their ancestors, in the Maha-
bharata, and by the chroniclers of Alexander's
invasion. They are divided into numerous

1 Mahabharata, Kama, p. xliv.

3 Arrian Expedio. Alex. v. xxii.

3 Hiouen Tsiang, Beal, I. iv. 165, 166.

* Elliot, i. 178.

5 Alahabharata, Kama, p. xliv.
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